LWV RENSSELAER COUNTY LOCAL PROGRAM POLICY POSITIONS - 2009-10
(ADOPTED AT THE ANUUAL MEETING ON MAY 20, 2009)

1. WE WILL SUPPORT AND ADVOCATE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT - COUNTY, CITY, TOWN, VILLAGE - OPERATIONS,
AND COUNTY AND CITY CHARTERS THAT CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES:

A. Government, policies, programs and performance should provide for:
e Competent personnel with clear lines of responsibility,

e Coordination among various agencies and levels of government,
e Adequate financing,
o [Effective enforcement, and
e Well-defined channels for citizen input.
B. Charter amendments should provide for:

¢ Independent Charter Revision Commissions that are representative of the community
and do not include any elected or political party official at the local level.

e A Districting Plan following each decennial census, after meaningful community
participation.

e The Districting Plan shall be guided by criteria in NYS Election Law which requires that
districts be as compact, contiguous and convenient as possible. Also the plan as far as
practical shall follow the principle of equal representation both numerically and by
number of legislators from each district.

WE WILL ADVOCATE FOR CHANGING THE PRESENT METHOD OF RE-DISTRICTING THE RENSSELAER COUNTY
LEGISLATURE TO A PLAN THAT SHALL:

e Provide for equal representation for citizens both numerically and by number of elected
representatives from each district, with preference for single-member districts as the
system most prevalent and familiar to citizens and most likely to represent
constituencies of similar interests and concerns.

e Be prepared by an Independent Districting Commission with meaningful public
participation that is representative of the community and does not include any elected
County/political party official.

3. WE WILL SUPPORT AND ADVOCATE FOR THE LEAGUE’S CAPITAL REGION SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
CONSENSUS THAT INCLUDES:
e Waste and toxicity reduction, and
¢ Environmentally sound methods of recycling and reuse as primary forms of solid waste
management.

Adopted at Rensselaer County League of Women Voters’ Annual Meeting on May 20, 2009



